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Cortney Scott is an agriculture education major and 
is ahead of schedule on academic hours.
She is also considered half deaf.
Scott, Clarksville senior who is in her thrid year at 
WKU, is gradually losing hearing in both of her ears.
“They think I was born with it, but they’re not sure,” 
said Scott, who uses aids for both ears.
Scott is one of seven students at WKU who uses 
the captioning system provided by the Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing Services, coordinator Sarah Gibbs said.
The system, run by a program called C-Print, allows 
students to read everything spoken in the classroom as 
it is typed by a hired individual called a captionist.
“We type everything that’s said in class,” Gibbs 
said.
This includes comments and jokes made by stu-
dents, she said.
After class, the captionist saves the content, edits for 
grammar or other mistakes and e-mails the transcript 
to the student.
“It’s a real-time accommodation,” Gibbs said.
Captionists use a variety of abbreviations and short-
hand, aiming to record “concept for concept, not neces-
sarily word for word,” she said.
Gibbs said without the system, students would be 
struggling to understand the content of the lecture or 
discussion.
“The student would be trying to lipread or trying 
to catch what the (professors) said,” Gibbs said. “This 
helps them get all the information they need to be suc-
cessful in the classroom.”
WKU has the largest captioning program in the 
state, Gibbs said.
“Our Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services may not be 
the largest, but our C-Print is,” she said.
The program is also used on other media, such as 
Youtube clips and short videos.
“We try and get them beforehand so that we can 
caption them and the student has the transcript to read 
during class,” Gibbs said.
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com
Captionists help deaf students keep up in class
SEE LEVEL, PAGE 3
Student directs ‘controversial’ play
Ashland junior Joseph Sturgill, the self-
proclaimed “problem child” of WKU’s theatre 
department, isn’t one to shy away from con-
troversy, especially when it comes to directing.
Sturgill is directing a rendition of “Facing 
East,” a play with controversial subject mat-
ter. The play debuted last night, and a second 
showing begins tonight at 8 p.m. in Gordon 
Wilson.
“Facing East” was written by Carol Lynn 
Pearson and takes place at the gravesite of a 
Mormon boy named Andrew who committed 
suicide because his family didn’t accept his 
homosexuality, Sturgill said.
The family is coming to terms with their 
beliefs and the loss of their son after being ex-
communicated, Sturgill said.
“They basically get black-balled from their 
families, and they stop communicating with 
them,” he said.
Louisville junior Lusie Cuskey plays Ruth, 
the boy’s mother, who Cuskey called a “very 
traditional Mormon mother.”
Ruth has a diffi cult time dealing with the 
death of her son and is deeply hurt by his ho-
mosexuality, Cuskey said.
Bowling Green senior Stephen Tabor plays 
Andrew’s father, Alex, who is highly involved 
in the Mormon church, Tabor said. 
“He’s also a very well-known radio person-
ality,” Tabor said. “He does a segment called 
‘One-Minute Dad,’ where he teaches dads how 
to spend quality time with their kids and cre-
ate a good family environment, which is ironic 
considering the events in the play.”
Throughout the play, Alex deals with guilt 
and wonders whether his son’s suicide is his 
fault, Tabor said.
About halfway through the play, the family 
is joined by Andrew’s boyfriend, which leads 
to confrontation, Sturgill said.
By LAUREN ARNOLD
news@chherald.com
SEE PLAY, PAGE 3
The more than 20 inches of snow already 
recorded this winter in Bowling Green comes 
with a price for WKU.
For the second straight year, Bowling Green 
has seen above-average snow fall — already at 
21.2 inches this winter, according to Greg Go-
odrich, meteorology program leader.
Because of this unusual amount of snow, 
WKU has incurred many costs related to its 
removal.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and 
Administration, said these costs mainly come 
from factors associated with overtime labor 
and material.
Material costs include salt, pre-spray, equip-
ment and necessary fuel, said John Osborne, 
vice president for Campus Services and Facili-
ties.
Osborne said there have been fi ve snow 
events in total this winter that have called for 







SEE SNOW, PAGE 3
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
Bowling Green senior Stephen Tabor portrays Alex, the father of a Mormon boy who 
committed suicide, on Sunday night at a rehearsal of “Facing East” in the Gordon 
Wilson Lab Theatre.
After a week of hearing from students, the 
Student Government Association is ready for 
the next step in their plans for Downing Uni-
versity Center renovations.
SGA members were stationed in DUC 
throughout the past week, hearing students’ 
ideas and concerns for the project. Taking what 
they gained from the last week, SGA will have 
a revised resolution at tonight’s meeting, Cam-
pus Improvements Chairperson Kaylee Egerer 
said.
The resolution will be up for its fi rst read, 
meaning it will be voted on next week by the 
senate. 
“There will be updates in the resolution that 
will refl ect on the student requests throughout 




to be discussed 
at SGA tonight




Sandy Meff ord, a captionist working with Students Disability Services, types in the back of agriculture professor Jack Rudolph’s Agri-
cultural Mechanics class for partially-deaf student Cortney Scott on Monday afternoon in the Environmental Sciences and Technology 
Building.  Meff ord transcribes for Scott and e-mails her the notes after class.
2 FEBRUARY 15, 2011COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
wkuherald.com/
The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit  wkuherald.com/calendar
calendar
Women’s Tennis vs. Austin Peay 
2 p.m., tennis courts
Baseball vs. Bowling Green State
3 p.m., Denes Field
“More Than Words” performance with soprano 
Amanda Ledford and pianist Martha Lyne
7:30 p.m., fi ne arts center
wednesday
friday
Lecture Series: “Shackled” 
3:30 p.m., Garrett Conference Center
Bernice Johnson Reagon 
7:30 p.m., Van Meter Hall
Col Legno: Contemporary Music for 
Percussion/Cello 
7:30 p.m., fi ne arts center Room 189
Jonathan Plucker, author of “Mind the (Other) 
Gap” 
10:30 a.m. at the Faculty House and 1 p.m. at 
Carroll Knicely Conference Center
Student Government Association senate 
meeting
5 p.m., Downing University Center 305
Student Art Troupe of Xiamen University
 7 p.m., DUC theatre
AfterDark Concert featuring Dave Barnes and 
Joe White 
8 p.m., Van Meter Hall 
“Facing East” and “The Person I Once Was” 
8 p.m., Gordon Wilson Hall 
Two plays about families, confl ict and redemption
tuesday
thursday
saturdayThe Band Perry Benefi t Concert 7 p.m., Diddle Arena
Black Classic Film Series: “Blacking Up” 
10 p.m., Zacharias Hall study room
Gamers' Guild Meeting
4 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC 310A
CRIME REPORTS
Report
■ Alexander Kubisch, Bowling Green, 
was observed on Friday making an il-
legal left turn off  Creason Street onto 
University Boulevard. Police found a 
burnt marijuana joint after searching his 
vehicle. Kubisch was cited and released 
the same day.
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
TONIGHT!








Enrollment VP fi nalists announced
WKU announced two fi nalists for the open position of as-
sociate vice president for Enrollment Management on Mon-
day.
Patsy Reynolds, director of Admissions at Southern Illi-
nois University, and Beth Wolfe, director of Recruitment at 
Marshall University, are the fi nalists, according to an e-mail 
from Bob Owen, vice president for Information Technology.
Owen said in the e-mail that there will be open forums 
with both candidates before a new vice president is picked.
Reynolds’ open forum will be from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. on 
Friday in Weatherby Room 239. Wolfe’s forum will be some-





us at the new
Become a fan of the College 
Heights Herald on Facebook.
For instant news 
and updates,
follow the Herald 
on twitter
@wkuherald
3FEBRUARY 15, 2011 COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Construction at WKU hasn’t 
slowed down since the comple-
tion of Gary Ransdell Hall last 
month.
Bryan Russell, director of 
Planning, Design and Construc-
tion, said current projects include 
making changes to Creason lot, 
expanding WKU’s Glasgow 
campus and building new hous-
ing.
Russell said the Master Plan 
committee presented ideas at its 
meeting Friday about updating 
the circulation pattern at Creason 
Lot, including improving two-
way traffi c and possibly adding 
a connection to Highway 68-80.
“There will defi nitely be some 
improvements this summer,” he 
said.
Also in the planning stage 
is the expansion of WKU’s 
Glasgow campus.
“There is a need at Glasgow,” 
he said. “They were full when we 
opened on the fi rst day.”
There are temporary trailers 
set up on the Glasgow campus 
to make more space. Russell 
said WKU has put out a request 
for a feasibility study to look at 
what the campus needs and what 
changes could be made.
Horse Cave sophomore Kelsey 
Gregg, a student at WKU’s 
Glasgow campus, said the classes 
and buildings are crowded.
“We have so many students, 
and our classes are full to the 
max,” she said. “The upper-level 
classes thin out a little bit, but the 
100-level classes are crazy.”  
Gregg said there are also several 
faculty members sharing offi ces, 
which makes it diffi cult for stu-
dents to visit them one-on-one. 
She said she is looking forward to 
the expansion.
“It will be nice and much less 
stressful to be able to spread out 
more,” she said.
On the main campus, over-
crowding is a problem as well, 
especially in housing.
Brian Kuster, director of 
Housing and Residence Life, said 
WKU is hoping to develop new 
housing in the form of apartments 
that would wrap around the park-
ing structure being built on the 
corner of 13th Street and Ken-
tucky Street.
Kuster said WKU would ini-
tially build 36 units designed for 
juniors and seniors.
“Currently we don’t have any 
apartments for students, and a lot 
of upperclassmen want to live off 
campus,” he said. “We wanted to 
provide another option to those 
students.”
Russell said the next phase 
in expanding housing would be 
to build non-traditional housing 
across the street from the new 
parking structure.
In addition to these develop-
ments, there are now more than 
100 other projects around cam-
pus, according to the Capital 
Construction Project Status Re-
port supplied by John Osborne, 
vice president of Campus Ser-
vices and Facilities.
These include replacing the 
roof at the Environmental Sci-
ences and Technology Building, 
creating a reference area in Helm 
Library to host a Confucius Insti-




WKU plans to change Creason, expand Glasgow campus
She also said C-Print can be used for 
services outside of the classroom, such as 
guest speakers and “anything that the uni-
versity sponsors.”
Scott said that in high school, she used 
the 504 Plan, which ensures students will 
not be segregated or discriminated in the 
classroom, according to Section 504 of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act.
However, Scott said the 504 Plan does 
not legally require the school to provide 
accommodation services.
“In high school, I had to do a lot of 
fending for myself and advocating for 
myself,” she said.
When Scott toured WKU, she met with 
Student Disabilities Services and learned 
about what they offer.
“That was the determining decision,” 
she said. “I knew I wanted to be here. It 
felt like home.”
Scott uses the captioning to supple-
ment her note-taking.
“If I miss something or misunderstand 
something, I can go back,” she said. “It 
helps me have a better overall understand-
ing.”
Karen Porter, who works full time with 
the captioning system, is one of Scott’s 
four captionists.
Porter, a WKU alumna and captionist 
for three years, applied for the position 
after seeing an ad in the newspaper.
“I’m retired, and I was looking for 
something that I thought would be per-
sonally rewarding,” Porter said.
Porter captions for three different stu-
dents this semester but said it varies de-
pending on students’ schedules.
“Our goal is really to blend in the class-
room,” she said. “Captioning is really to 
help our students have the same experi-
ence that any other student would have.
“We’re trying to level the playing fi eld 
for our students as much as possible.”
Porter said she is with the students in 
class, regardless of the circumstances.
She said her strangest experience was 
providing captions during an animal sci-
ence class.
“One day, they were dissecting the 
stomach of a cow,” she said.
Porter also sees her job as a challenge.
“I can kind of personally motivate my-
self,” she said.
Porter said she enjoys knowing her po-
sition is impacting her students.
“I feel like I am providing a service 
to students that will have a difference in 




Plans to construct an off-campus 
housing website for WKU students are 
off the ground, and members of the Stu-
dent Government Association plan to 




Bryan said the SGA 
will develop a web-
site in-house and use 
open-source software, 
possibly launching an 
early version as soon as 
March.
“The SGA has no-
ticed that we do not 
have a one-stop shop 
for off-campus hous-
ing listings,” Bryan 
said. “We think the 
search should be more 
convenient, and we 
hope this website will 
alleviate the stress.”
Cory Dodds, SGA's 
director of information technology, will 
develop and maintain the site. He said 
it will “defi nitely” work out this time 
around, as opposed to the last time SGA 
attempted to build an off-campus hous-
ing site with outside organizations.
One of those former options was Off 
Campus Partners, a group SGA fi rst 
considered in spring 2010. Former SGA 
President Kevin Smiley again pushed 
for the company in a Herald letter to the 
editor last September. Smiley said he had 
just moved to Memphis, Tenn., and using 
OCP made the transition an “easy pro-
cess.”
But Dodds said multiple factors have 
prevented WKU from using OCP or an 
equivalent.
“Before, some of the other options 
we were looking into were way too ex-
pensive and out of reach for SGA, and 
the ones that weren’t too expensive we 
didn’t feel would adequately serve the 
Bowling Green community,” Dodds 
said.
SGA President Colton Jessie said list-
ings for the new website will initially be 
free for landlords and apartment com-
plexes to post. In addition, SGA will 
reach out to the community to create a 
comprehensive list.
Nothing is offi cial yet, Bryan said, as 
Dodds hasn’t signed a contract with SGA 
that would expand his role within the or-
ganization and set the project in motion. 
Bryan said he expected that deal to be 
done within two weeks, at which point 
construction can begin both on the site 
and a list of local landlords.
Dodds said the website should be ful-
ly functional by the end of April.
“We’re trying to take it slow so we 
can get rid of any errors or bugs along 
the way — really do it right,” he said.
Just a sophomore, Dodds said the plan 




SGA lays groundwork for 
off -campus housing site
ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD
Groundskeeper Ricky Legrand scrapes snow off  the sidewalk next to the fi ne arts center after 
several inches covered the WKU campus last Wednesday afternoon. 
Sturgill said that he felt a strong 
connection to this play after reading it.
He said he feels like Andrew’s parents 
are a lot like his own parents because 
of his past and the way they deal with 
problems.
“It shows how much religion plays a 
part in everyday life,” he said. 
Sturgill said he hopes this play will 
change people’s lives.
“It’s a button-pusher,” Sturgill said. 
“It makes you rethink a lot of things. I’m 
not the same person that I was before I 
read this play, and I am defi nitely not the 
same person that I was before I started 
directing it.”
Sturgill said the play is a love story, 
but not in the Valentine’s Day sense. 
“It’s about how everyone deserves a 
shot at love,” he said.
PLAY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
The fi rst three events alone cost 
$23,363 in overtime labor and materials, 
Osborne said.
“And that doesn’t include the last two 
snow events,” Osborne said.
Landscaping Supervisor Doug Price 
said the last two snow falls, taking place 
on Jan. 25 and Feb. 7, cost $3,071 and 
$6,115, respectively.
During last week’s heavy snow, extra 
workers were called in to aid in its remov-
al, along with the 25 regular landscape 
crew members, Price said.
“This is the fi rst time some of our work-
ers have ever seen this much snow,” Price 
said. “In the late 80s and early 90s we had 
a bunch of snow like this, but not recently.”
Osborne said the facilities department 
has been very effi cient in removing snow 
on campus sidewalks, parking lots and 
roadways.
“They have worked so many long, 
hard hours in these adverse conditions,” 
Osborne said.
Osborne said many times, the crews 
will work late into the night and early 
in the morning before students are up to 
make sure campus is in an acceptable con-
dition for travel.
In the event of a snow fall, costs to 
WKU normally come from material and 
labor, but Osborne said there is some cost 
from early closures and delays of campus 
restaurants.
Last Wednesday, all campus restau-
rants closed early due to inclement weath-
er, with some closing as early as 2 p.m., 
and they didn’t reopen until noon the fol-
lowing day.
“There might be some potential theo-
retical costs that come with the closures 
of dining facilities,” Osborne said. “But 






Our goal is really to 
blend in the classroom. 
Captioning is really to 
help our students have 
the same experience 
that any other student 
would have. We’re try-
ing to level the playing 
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Something on your mind? 





“I’m tired of seeing people wear-
ing UK shirts here at Western.”







Address 1906 College 
Heights Blvd. #11084, 






































*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
"Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
STAFF EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: Too often, students 
spend more time here after years of 
taking the wrong classes.
OUR STANCE: Students should 
learn to use iCAP to keep track of 
their course requirements.
Unfortunately, it happens all the 
time. A student will have expecta-
tions of graduating at the end of a 
semester; then, upon meeting with 
their adviser or receiving an e-mail 
from the registrar’s offi ce, they fi nd 
out they’re a few classes short of ful-
fi lling their requirements, which pro-
longs their graduation.
Notifications from the regis-
trar’s office are sent to students 
during the semester of their ex-
pected graduation. Otherwise, they 
are sent from the student’s dean’s 
office. But students shouldn't 
count on those e-mails, because 
they might be too late if you have 
another class you need to take.
Though each student is assigned 
an adviser, keep in mind that they 
have dozens of other students to ad-
vise, on top of teaching classes, so 
they cannot always provide the most 
immediate attention.  
Therefore, it's up to you as a stu-
dent to be proactive and keep track of 
your major and minor requirements. 
Build a good relationship with your 
advisers, but don’t expect them to 
do all of your graduation planning 
for you. Always reach out to them 
when you need help, remembering to 
direct questions to the right person; 
each student has a major and minor 
adviser. 
The Herald encourages you to 
take responsibility for your own 
course track. With the Interactive 
Curriculum and Academic Progress 
program, or iCAP, students have ac-
cess to a list of their completed and 
outstanding credits. 
Available on TopNet, iCAP is an 
audit system that allows you to view 
all requirements needed for your ma-
jor and minor, courses you’ve com-
pleted and courses you still need to 
take. 
WKU Registrar Frieda Eggleton 
said iCAP was established to ensure 
students have easy access to their full 
academic progress reports.
She recommends using an iCAP 
audit at least twice a semester, espe-
cially as a student nears graduation. 
Utilizing iCAP could mean the 
difference between pomp and cir-
cumstance. 
Of course, you shouldn’t rush your 
time in college. After all, most of what 
you take with you is learned outside of 
the classroom. 
But since education is not cheap 
and many scholarships are only re-
newable for up to four years, it is 
important to streamline your sched-
ule to avoid taking out unnecessary 
loans. Another semester or year of 
tuition, books, living, and other 
expenses can be a struggle if un-
planned.
It’s also important to note that ac-
ademic catalogues can change from 
year to year, so certain standards 
from each year may or may not apply 
to you when they change.  
Additionally, your credit hours, 
not the number of years you have 
been here, determine your classifi ca-
tion. For instance, taking classes for 
two years doesn’t make you a sopho-
more, but earning 30 hours of credits 
does.
So, remember to rely on offi cial 
documentation and defi nitions from 
the registrar’s offi ce, not just your 
adviser’s word, in graduation plan-
ning. 
Register on time, keeping in mind 
that some classes are only offered in 
either the spring or fall semester. Use 
the services available to you, such as 
the course catalog, four-year track 
sheets offered through your major 
department and iCAP. 
This way, you won’t run into any 
surprises on your way to commence-
ment.
This editorial represents the majority 




“I don’t have any complaints 
about my teachers. Chris Derry 
is a great mentor, good public 








Last semester, I had a column in the 
Herald listing 10 things I found particu-
larly annoying. Based on the number of 
e-mails I received, it hit a nerve with a lot 
of folks. So I decided to follow it up with 
10 more things that bother me:
■ People who are always too busy. 
We all have a lot going on – that’s just 
the nature of modern life. But realize 
when you overextend yourself, it’s no-
body’s fault but your own. Having too 
many irons in the fi re is not a valid ex-
cuse for failing to help those who genu-
inely need it.  
■ People who always interrupt. At the 
same time, occasionally I do need to get 
a few things accomplished. So if I look 
totally absorbed in something, I probably 
am. I’ll let you know when I’m free to 
have a meaningful discussion about your 
arrowhead collection.
■ People who think their co-workers 
are “family.” Listen carefully: except for 
a few noteworthy exceptions, the people 
you work with 
are generally not 
your actual rela-
tives. Referring 
to them as such 
only demeans the 
relationships you 
should have with 
those closest to 
you. 
■ People who 
are enamored 
with their own 
intellect. OK. So 
you’re smart. We 
get that. But chances are you haven’t been 
provided with any insights into reality that 
have somehow been spared the rest of us. 
If you like hearing the sound of your own 
voice that much, buy a karaoke machine.
■ People who have an aversion to 
technology. I’m sure when the wheel was 
invented, there were folks who said, “I 
know it’s easier, but we lost something 
when we stopped carrying these big rocks 
on our backs.” Yes, we did. Thank good-
ness.
■ People who are never on time. 
Woody Allen once said, “Ninety percent 
of life is just showing up.” He should 
have added “on time.”  If the meeting 
(or your class) is scheduled to begin at 
9 a.m., then be there ready to go at 9 
a.m. – not parking your car, texting your 
BFF, counting your spare change, going 
to the restroom, etc. 
■ People who think their kids are 
special. Well, they are. They are wonder-
fully talented, creative and unique – just 
like everyone else’s kids.  Instilling a 
false sense of entitlement in your prog-
eny will only cause them huge problems 
down the road.
■ People who get way too excited 
about sports. It doesn’t matter if we’re 
talking about the Super Bowl or your 
daughter’s Little League team. It’s still 
just a game. In the overall scheme of 
things, sports are not in the same category 
as curing cancer or solving world hunger. 
■ People who only want “the facts.” 
We live in a fairly complex world. If you 
want to make sense of it, stop insisting ev-
eryone provide you with the CliffsNotes 
version. Some things can’t be explained 
in a one-page summary.
■ People who hold grudges. So 
you’re pretty sure the guy who sat next 
to you in third grade stole your favor-
ite “Lost in Space” action fi gure. Now 
it’s your 30th class reunion and you still 
have an attitude toward him. Get over 
it. Forgive, forget and move on. Life is 
too short. 
Again, these are just a few more things 
that annoy me. As before, I encourage you 
to develop your own list and feel free to 
e-mail me. Misery loves company.
This commentary doesn't necessarily rep-
resent the views of the Herald or the uni-
versity.








Write a letter to the editor 
(250 words or less) or a 
commentary (500 words 
and a photo). E-mail them 
to opinion@chherald.com.







i m m e d i a t e 
move-in available 
at campus pointe






 Note to Readers: The College Heights 
Herald screens ads for misleading or false 
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or 
claim. Please use caution when answering 
ads, especially when asked to send money 
or provide credit card information The 
College Heights Herald is not responsible 
Across from Engineering 
Building
nice clean 2 br. apartment nicely 
furnished all utilities paid
$675/mo. lease/deposit required 
no pets
392-6206
Russellville, KY transportation company is currently seeking students/
graduates for intern/ or fulltime positions in logistics. Person must have 
excellent organizational and communication skills, customer service 




1 Block from WKU
nice 2 and 3 br. apartments
1328 Adams Street
$420-$520/mo
Lease and deposit required
no pets
846-2397
4 br. apartment adjacent to 
WKU campus 
call David Sims 
at Crye-Leike
270-796-0002
City of Bowling Green
Tennis Seasonal Positions
•  Instructs beginning and advanced tennis lessons
•  Coordinates and runs Tennis Activities
•  25-30 hours per week; weekend work optional; 
$7.40-$7.78/hr.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Jewelry Barn hiring for a part-time possibly full-time position.
Hourly plus commission. Sales experience recommended.
Flexible schedule- Work weekends.
Apply in person 2910 Scottsville Road next to Logan’s.











Deandra N. - Washington, IL
Chief of Staff Charlie Harris 
said the campaigning process went 
very well.
“We had a lot of great ideas, so 
I think we are done with this stage 
of the campaign,” Harris said.
SGA had white boards set up in 
DUC where students could write 
their suggestions. They filled up 
five boards, Harris said.
“Students mentioned they 
would like to see baby changing 
stations in the bathrooms, more 
sustainability throughout the 
building, and a lot of feedback on 
the food in DUC,” Harris said.
Egerer said Dining Services 
Director Tim Colley wrote down 
everything he saw on the boards 
pertaining to food services.
“Everything on the board helps 
us with the renovations, but it 
also helps groups like Dining 
Services,” Egerer said. “Whatever 
is realistic and the budget allows, 
we will look into.”
Egerer said the boards were 
full of mostly ideas and positive 
remarks, with some negative 
comments about the student fee. 
The current bill states students 
will have to pay $70 per semester 
over the course of the next 20 
years to help finance the project.
“Most of the negative remarks 
were about the fee, but I did some 
research, and we are one of the 
cheaper universities in the state, 
so with an extra $70, it will still 
be cheap,” Egerer said. “And a 
student fee for a project is nothing 
that hasn’t happened before.”
SGA President Colton Jessie 
said he can relate to the people 
who are worried about the cost.
“No one is thrilled with the fee, 
but we look at it as an investment 
for the future,” Jessie said. 
“College is hard financially, but it 
is a much-needed sacrifice.”
Harris said he is excited for the 
updated resolution. SGA meets at 
5 p.m. today in DUC Room 305.
“We have put so much effort 
into all of this, and we are close 
to moving to the next step,” he 
said. “There should be some good 
debate over it all at the meeting.”
RESOLUTIONS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Students eating at 
Fresh Food on Thursday 
witnessed something 
they don’t see every day 
— police officers sur-
rounding a student.
Hopkinsville fresh-
man Connor McDonald 
was apprehended by 
campus police officers 
after a third-party com-
plainant claimed Mc-
Donald was in posses-
sion of a gun, Captain 
Lee McKinney said.
Owensboro freshman 
Laura Byrd was sitting 
with McDonald when 
officers approached. 
She said the gun was a 
toy with an orange cap.
“We didn’t even 
know he had it on him,” 
Byrd said. “He wasn’t 
pulling it out or making 
a joke with it.”
McKinney said of-
ficers surrounded Mc-
Donald and led him to 
be interrogated.
McDonald volun-
tarily came with the of-
ficers and went to the 
station, where he gave a 
written statement about 
the incident. He was 
then released, and the 
incident is now in the 
hands of Judicial Af-
fairs, McKinney said. 
Owensboro freshman 
Jacob Spurrier was sit-
ting with McDonald at 
the time of the incident. 
“They came in and 
surrounded him and told 
him to have his hands 
up,” Spurrier said. 
“They grabbed him and 
took him into that dark 
room near Fresh for 
questioning.”
Spurrier said that 
after police were done 
questioning McDonald, 
he exited the room, gave 
his friends a thumbs-up 
and left with the offi-
cers.
Byrd said that Mc-
Donald likes to wear 
weird clothing and had 
no intention to hurt any-
body.
“He’s completely 
harmless but can be 
weird,” she said.
When reached by the 
Herald, McDonald had 





from  Fresh Food 
for gun complaint
  DELAYNA EARLEY/HERALD
Nashville sophomore Hendrix Brakefi eld writes his opinion about the possible renovations for Downing University Center on 
the wall the Student Government Association set up in DUC last Friday.  “I’m down for whatever,” Brakefi eld said about the 
renovations.
wkuherald.com
Everything on the 
board helps us with 
the renovations, but 
it also helps groups 
like Dining Services. 
Whatever is realis-
tic and the budget 
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Bumping beats, fl ushed faces 
and dramatic dance moves might 
be the standard for Friday night 
fun. Add in a mechanical bull 
and it may raise some eyebrows, 
which is exactly what Sigma Phi 
Epsilon fraternity did when it 
kicked off its annual rodeo at the 
Blue Dome Friday night. 
“Not everyone gets a chance to 
ride a mechanical bull,” said Gary 
Weeks, Sig Ep chapter president. 











l a n t h r o p y, 
YouthAIDS, 
and the fra-
ternity always looks to involve as 
many students as possible in its 
pursuits. 
“We received a pretty good re-
sponse from the crowd,” said Kyle 
Knight, Sig Ep vice president of 
programming. “Everyone had fun 
watching and riding the bulls.”
While many people enjoyed 
testing their balance against the 
mechanical menace for fun, some 
were out for glory. The bull riding 
contest drew the largest crowd. 
“It was goofy,” admitted 
Evansville sophomore Tyler Wit-
tmer, who won the bull riding con-
test. “I didn’t know I was good at 
bull riding, so it was kind of like 
discovering a hidden talent.” 
Wittmer said his champion-
ship performance was inspired by 
the feedback he received when he 
was trying to get the hair out of 
his eyes in round four. “People 
thought I was doing the ‘Dougie’ 
and seemed to like it, so when it 
came time for the championship 
round, I had them play ‘Teach 
Me How to Dougie’ and I did the 
‘Dougie.’”
Though the participants 
seemed to be having fun, plan-
ning the event was a labor. Weeks 
said the fraternity planned the 
event three months in advance.
Knight, who emceed the event 
as well, mentioned keeping con-
nected with the owners of the 
Blue Dome to secure the venue 
and acquiring an alcohol license 
among the list of preparations, 
along with promoting the event 
to other Greek organizations to 
generate maximum involvement.
The Sig Eps don’t know how 
much money they raised from the 
rodeo yet, Weeks said. The rodeo 
is one of a string of events aimed at 
earning donations for YouthAIDS, 
and all proceeds from individual 
events are combined.
The fraternity will know how 
much they’ve raised after its 
“Queen of Hearts” beauty pag-
eant tomorrow, he said. 
 Weeks expects the fraternity 
to raise $4,500 overall. 
“We wouldn’t be able to raise 
the money without the participa-
tion of WKU’s students,” he said. 
 At the end of the night, stu-
dents headed back to campus 
with stories to recount to their 
friends. 
“It was very lively, very ener-
getic and a lot of fun,” Bowling 
Green freshman Rachel Parsley 
said. “Well worth the three dol-
lars.”
Fraternity takes fundraising by the horns
By MERCEDES TRENT
diversions@chherald.com
From now until April 7, 
students from the accounting 
department, Beta Alpha Psi 
and the Gordon Ford Col-
lege of Business will be do-
ing free income tax returns 
every Tuesday and Thursday, 
with the exception of Spring 
Break.
The returns will be done 
from 5-7 p.m. in Grise Hall 
Room 511B and will be free 
for students that live in Ken-
tucky. Students from outside 
of Kentucky will have to pay 
$14.95. No appointment is 
necessary.
The department also of-
fered free fi ling last year.
Executive-in-Residence 
Richard Callahan said stu-
dents doing taxes at WKU 
have had at least one income 
tax class.
“We have four workers 
per night and usually get 200-
220 students’ taxes done per 
year,” Callahan said.
On average, the students 
have been able to get about 
12-14 tax returns fi led per 
night.
Somerset senior Laura 
Leigh Zimmerman said fi l-
ing taxes now is a good way 
to apply what’s learned in the 
classroom.
“It usually takes about 30 
minutes for us to get a stu-
dent’s taxes fi led,” Zimmer-
man said. “The list fi lled up 
(last) Tuesday night, and we 
had to start making a list for 
Thursday.”
The deadline for taxes to 
be fi led is April 15. To fi le 
with the accounting depart-
ment, you must have your 
2009 federal tax return or 
your username and password 
if you fi led electronically last 
year. 
You also must have all 
W-2 forms and any other 
income information. If you 
wish to make a direct deposit 
to your bank account, you 
must bring a blank check.
Assistance is not available 
for business tax returns or for 
individuals with a 2010 gross 
income above $31,000. 
International students 
should contact the Offi ce of 
International Programs about 
income taxes.
Students have many 
choices outside the account-
ing department to get their 
taxes done.
“Other options would be 
paying someone in town to do 
them or doing it themselves 
on an Internet software such 
as TurboTax,” Callahan said.
WKU accounting 
students again 




Tyler Wittmer, a Phi Gamma Delta fraternity member, is thrown from the mechanical bull after a ride in the semi-
fi nal round during an event hosted by Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity at the Blue Dome on Friday.
OSLO, Norway — Hours 
before, I had been frantical-
ly running through London 
Stansted Airport with my belt 
in one hand, holding my pants 
up with the other. Truth be 
told, I hadn’t run that hard in 
months, maybe even years, and 
I was in my winter coat with 
a heavy backpack bouncing 
painfully on my back with each 
step. I was trying my hardest to 
make it to a plane that would 
close its gate any second now, 
if it hadn’t already.
I was supposed to be begin-
ning my long weekend jour-
ney to Munich, Germany, and 
Oslo, Norway, with a relative-
ly quick train ride to the air-
port and plenty of time to go 
through security and leisurely 
walk to get to my Germany-
bound plane. 
Instead, my train broke 
down. I got to the airport only 
five minutes before my gate 
closed, and I had to throw 
away all of my toiletries in or-
der to run to a plane that I may 
have already missed.
This was not what I planned.
And it wasn’t what my 
group planned either — I trav-
eled to Stansted with four 
people, but only two got on 
the plane to Germany due to a 
hang-up at security about a po-
tentially explosive laptop.
I stood panting at the gate, 
dripping sweat and trying to 
make sure I hadn’t lost any-
thing in my half-mile long mad 
dash across the airport. 
I had worked hard to co-
ordinate every minute of this 
trip. I almost single-handedly 
planned this four-day, four-
night journey, involving three 
flights, six train rides and 
two hotels. Each itinerary and 
boarding pass was printed off 
the night before I left and neat-
ly stored in my backpack. 
This was the first time I 
traveled extensively without 
my parents getting all of my 
paperwork together for me.
When I arrived in Munich, I 
knew three phrases in German: 
ja (yes), nien (no) and schnit-
zel. My friend had two German 
courses under her belt, but be-
tween the two of us, we were 
less than proficient. 
Despite the language bar-
rier, being in a foreign city at 
night, and being armed with 
only a map of the city’s train 
system, we made it across 
town to our hotel. It was at this 
time we realized what a conve-
nience it is to know what the 
street signs say.
I was feeling newly inde-
pendent and proud of every-
thing I had done. My friend 
and I shared a celebratory fist 
bump as we congratulated our-
selves.
The rest of my trip went 
exactly according to plan. Ev-
ery activity, including a trip 
to see the Dachau concentra-
tion camp and a trip to watch 
the famous glockenspiel as it 
chimed, went exactly like I had 
hoped.
In Norway, I approached 
the locals confidently and 
asked, “Snakker du engelsk?” 
It sounds like gibberish to me, 
but to them, it was the plea of 
an American girl who probably 
needed directions, preferably 
in English. 
Previously, I may have 
found this task too intimidat-
ing, but after pushing myself to 
the limit multiple times in the 
course of the past few days, it 
was something I did with ease.
I ventured out into the ice-
covered Oslo — almost busting 
my butt in the process — and 
steered away from tourist areas. 
I spoke the language with the 
locals, and I experienced the 
most of what Oslo had to offer 
in the little time I had.
To me, a traveler stretches 
their limits. On the other hand, 
a tourist sticks near airports and 
train stations, buys a souvenir 
to prove they’ve been there, 
done that and calls it a day.
I would never be a tourist 
again, I told myself, especially 
not after this weekend.
In that weekend, I learned 
real friendships grow stronger 
with obstacles and the stresses 
of hectic travel. I learned inde-
pendence takes time to devel-
op, but in the right situation, 
you will grow exponentially, 




Travel not for the faint of heart
COLUMN
Wish you were here
This is the third in an oc-
casional series of columns 
by two Herald reporters who 
are studying abroad this 
semester. They'll write about 
their experiences and provide 
insight for students who are 
considering studying abroad.
Free tax returns
■ WHEN: 5-7 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
except during Spring 
Break









































High school seniors might hear 
a lot of tales about college life, in-
cluding the one about the Freshman 
15. 
Cort Basham, an interdisciplin-
ary studies instructor, has studied 
weight gain among freshmen. Bash-
am said gaining 15 pounds during 
freshman year is a common myth. In 
reality, the average freshman gains 
about fi ve pounds in the fall. 
In the fall of 2008, Basham did 
an informal study. Of the 400 stu-
dents he asked to weigh in before 
and after their fi rst semester of col-
lege, 12 students from a University 
Experience class and a history class 
actually did. Basham observed the 
data from those 12 and concluded 
that they gained an average of 5 
pounds.
Basham said he thinks people 
who weigh on a daily basis don’t 
gain weight. He said that a lot of 
weight gain is due to lack of aware-
ness. 
Basham said that according to a 
study done by Cornell University, 
the average student gains 4.2 pounds 
in the fi rst 12 weeks of college.
Also, research shows that stu-
dents who attend college immedi-
ately after high school are at much 
greater risk to gain weight than 
those who don’t, he said.
Alissa Arnold, student wellness 
coordinator at WKU’s Health and 
Fitness Lab, helps students stay fi t 
and healthy in college. 
She and Basham agreed that 
there are many new elements to col-
lege life that can infl uence diet. 
“You have a lot of social eating,” 
Arnold said. “Some students will eat 
late at night or go get doughnuts and 
not eat nutritious foods throughout 
the day.” 
At the end of the day, that student 
does not really feel full, she said. 
Arnold said that for most stu-
dents, taking in an extra 500 calories 
a day in a week will cause them to 
gain a pound. 
Bowling Green senior Seth Ruby 
said she was one of those freshmen 
who put on some weight while liv-
ing in the dorms.
“Generally I would start at Fresh 
Foods with sausage, eggs and bis-
cuits,” he said. “I had Taco Bell for 
lunch and Pizza Hut for dinner.”
These options were affordable, 
convenient and comforting, Ruby 
said. He sometimes ate too much 
because he didn’t want to feel guilty 
for throwing away food.
“There is no sense in wasting 
what they give you,” he said. 
Ruby’s diet changed once he be-
gan to date a vegetarian. He learned 
about unhealthy foods and wanted 
to prolong his life. Moving into an 
apartment where he makes his own 
food helps him keep healthy eating 
habits.
Arnold said that another contrib-
utor to weight gain is sleep. 
If students aren’t getting enough 
sleep, they’re likely to drink caf-
feine, eat at unusual times, eat more, 
perform lower academically and be 
emotionally reactive. 
“People who sleep two to three 
hours per night are 73 percent more 
likely to gain weight,” Arnold said. 
Also, stress can make some peo-
ple gain weight if they don’t learn 
how to cope with it in healthy ways, 
she said. Upperclassmen can gain 
weight from stress, too. 
But there are many free oppor-
tunities to stay healthy and fi t on 
campus through the Student WellU 
program, she said.
Through WellU, members of the 
campus community can talk to a nu-
tritionist, learn about time manage-
ment and how to cope with stress ef-
fectively, Arnold said. Students can 
be rewarded with scholarships for 
their participation.
“It’s fun to see the students get 
involved and learn something more 
about themselves, like they have 






SGA donating test 
prep books to ERC
Future teachers will be 
getting some help thanks to 
a donation from the Student 
Government Association.
SGA approved a bill at 
its meeting last Tuesday to 
spend $495 on 30 Praxis 
Series test prep books. The 
books will be donated to the 
new Educational Resources 
Center in Gary Ransdell 
Hall.
The Praxis Series tests 
are taken by individuals 
entering the teaching pro-
fession for the certifi cation 
process, according to ets.
org.
Executive Vice President 
Kendrick Bryan said he is 
excited for a partnership 
between SGA and the WKU 
Store for the books.
“Elementary Education 
is WKU’s top major by en-
rollment, and I am glad that 
we are helping future teach-
ers,” he said.
There are two differ-
ent Praxis Series tests stu-
dents may have to take for 
certifi cation. The Praxis I 
Pre-Professional Skills Test 
measures basic skills in 
reading, writing and math-
ematics, while the Praxis II 
Subject Assessments mea-
sures subject-specifi c con-
tent knowledge and specifi c 
teaching skills.
— Mike Stunson 
Bucking broncos 
ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD
Blake Arp, of Aragon, Ga., competes in the bareback bronc riding competition at the Lone Star 
Rodeo on Sunday at the Agricultural Exposition Center.  Arp was one of many riders competing 
in the bareback bronc riding event to fi nish his run over eight seconds.
check us out at 
wkuherald.com
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The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA
Website: www.wku.edu/mba  Email: mba@wku.edu
1.877.WKU.1MBA   (1.877.958.1622)
• Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
• Graduate Assistantships ($10,000)
• Limited scholarships available
• High-quality - applied business courses
• Sustainability electives available 
You can complete our on-
demand “Foundational Modules.”
The new “Western Kentucky 
Connect” Online MBA may be 
for you – fulltime are part-time. 
Requirements Include:
2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT 




call  270.745.5458, 
The Gordon Ford College 
of Business is AACSB 
accredited – making your 
degree worth more. Can’t go fulltime?
Don’t have a business degree? 
Many people may think going to the 
orchestra means dressing up and hearing 
classical music.
But that doesn’t need to be the case, 
said John Cracken, guitarist and vocalist 
for Orchestra Kentucky. 
“The Orchestra Kentucky is not your 
grandmother’s orchestra,” Cracken said.
Orchestra Kentucky is a group of pro-
fessional musicians that live in Bowling 
Green and make up a classically trained 
orchestra, rock band and choir.
In addition to classical music, Orches-
tra Kentucky also plays popular music 
from the past such as The Eagles, The 
Beatles and Motown.  
Webb Hendrix, a percussionist for the 
orchestra, said Orchestra Kentucky aims 
to sound as close to a live version of an 
album as possible.  
This past weekend, the orchestra per-
formed “Endless Love,” a selection of clas-
sic love songs from the 1960s to the 1990s.
Selections included songs such as Etta 
James’s “At Last” and Huey Lewis’s “The 
Power of Love.”
A rainbow of colors set the mood for 
each song — warm and vibrant colors for 
fast-paced love songs, cooler and softer 
colors for slower-paced ones. 
Several students attended the concert 
in celebration of Valentine’s weekend.
Emily Hockett, a junior from Thomp-
son Station, Tenn., couldn’t celebrate Val-
entine’s Day with her boyfriend  because 
he is serving as an Air Force military po-
lice offi cer in Minot, N.D.
“My boyfriend is living a thousand 
miles away,” Hockett said. “I thought this 
would be a way to connect with him.”
The group’s next show will be “Music 
from the New World,” on Feb. 28, with 
a performance of Dvorak’s “New World 
Symphony” along with spirituals sung by 
Larnelle Harris, Offi ce Manager Diane 
Crowley said.  
Students can call the orchestra offi ce at 
(270) 846-2426 before the event and get 
tickets for as little as $10 as part of  the 
Arts Access for All program, Executive 
Director Darrell Edwards said. 
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@chherald.com
Orchestra Kentucky not just about classical music
■ NEWS BRIEF
Chinese students will perform 
cultural art forms tonight
Chinese students from Xiamen University will 
perform in a variety of art forms tonight.
The show, at 7 p.m. in the Downing Univer-
sity Center Theatre, is sponsored by the Confu-
cius Institute, said Wei-Ping Pan, the Institute’s 
director.
The Xiamen University Art Group is made up 
of both undergraduate and graduate students with a 
passion and talent for the arts, Pan said.
The group includes a choir, a dance team, a hip-
hop team, a cross-talk team and a T-stage model 
team and musicians, he said. 
The event is a Spring Gala celebrating the be-
ginning of the Chinese New Year, Pan said.
The performance will feature Chinese martial 
arts, a Fujian puppetry demonstration and ethnic 
songs and dances from Yunnan, Tibet and Xinji-
ang. This program will also feature traditional Chi-
nese instruments such as the erhu, pip, dulcimer 
and bamboo fl ute,  Pan said.
He said this event is particularly interesting is 
that the students are not professionals, but selected 
by their universities to go on tour.
“One of the missions of the CI is to disseminate 
Chinese language and culture,” Pan said. “What 
better way to do this than by bringing to Western 
Kentucky University one of the top performing 
troupes in China?” 
— Will Kotheimer
In 2008, Kayla Clausen, an alumna of Omega 
Phi Alpha sorority, took a trip that changed her 
life.
Now she’s using that experience to impact the 
WKU community and people halfway across the 
world.
Thursday night at 7 p.m. in Diddle Arena, the 
OPAs will be hosting The Band Perry Benefi t 
Concert to raise money for Global Volunteer Net-
work’s “Eat So They Can” program.
Clausen, who graduated last May, took a trip 
to Vietnam in 2008 with GVN, where she worked 
at a small orphanage with about 12 disabled chil-
dren, she said. She is now one of 21 GVN volun-
teers throughout the world.
Clausen has served at the helm of six months 
worth of preparations and marketing for the event 
and is the go-between for the OPAs and The 
Band Perry.
The country music group’s song “If I Die 
Young” has been certifi ed platinum by the Re-
cording Industry Association of America and was 
nominated for “Country Song of The Year” at the 
53rd Grammy Awards, according the website for 
the Grammys.
Booking one of the fastest-rising country 
bands in the country for the benefi t was no easy 
feat, Clausen said. 
“It was pretty diffi cult,” Clausen said. “We 
had a couple of bands that didn’t come through. 
In the end, The Band Perry was the most fl exible 
to come,” she said.
All 75 OPAs have had to sell tickets, and they 
expect over 2,000 people, said Cassie Ernstes, co-
service director for the OPAs.
Money has been an obstacle for the service 
sorority, because the OPAs don’t require fees for 
their members, unlike many Greek organizations, 
Clausen said. 
Ernstes said she has been to numerous estab-
lishments asking for support for the benefi t.
All of the proceeds raised from the benefi t 
will go toward sponsoring an OPA member to 
go to Kenya and work in Internal Displacement 
Camps, Clausen said.
The OPAs hope to raise $15,000 from the con-
cert and ultimately $20,000 for the trip, Clausen 
said.
GVN program director Eliza Raymond said 
the money raised from OPA’s benefi t will be a 
helpful contribution to their programs.
“We want to build sustainable projects that 
impact them in years to come,” Raymond said.
She said those who attend the concert will 
have two great benefi ts. 
“For one, it’s an amazing concert with an 
amazing band,” Raymond said. “And two, 
people can go and feel good about themselves. 
They’ll be helping to impact people who need it.”
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com
Sorority uses benefi t
concert to make an impact
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Director Jeff Reed swings his baton while conducting Orchestra Kentucky's performance 
of “Endless Love” in Van Meter Hall on Friday night.  The orchestra performed love songs 
from the '60s, '70s and '80s and included strings, brass, drums, piano, harp, harmonica 
and vocals.
Anyone who has walked past 
Downing University Center in the 
last week may have encountered 
Louisville sophomore Chris Kin-
ney promoting AfterDark.
The free event, tonight at 8 
p.m. in Van Meter Hall, is unique 
because a concert coincides with 
a speaker, Kinney said.
“It’s a fun night where people 
can listen to music and message,” 
he said.
First, musician Dave Barnes 
will perform, and then motiva-
tional speaker Joe White will give 
a message, Kinney said. White 
is known for his motivational 
speeches to pro athletes.
Dave Barnes is a Nashville-
based Christian singer and song-
writer who has released four al-
bums, most recently last April, 
according to a cbnmusic.com ar-
ticle. The sound of his music has 
been described as rock and R&B.
This will be the second time 
the event has come to WKU, Af-
terDark President Don Ford said.
Ford said they decided to come 
to WKU due to the urging of stu-
dents.
“There were WKU students 
who knew about the event and 
was feeling excited about the 
event, so we decided it would be 
a good idea to bring it here,” he 
said.
Kinney said he fi rst heard 
about AfterDark over the summer 
and has been working since last 
semester to bring it here.
He said he thought the event 
would be “something that would 
be awesome and impactful.”
Kinney says that although he 
hasn’t ever been to an AfterDark 
concert, he has heard rave reviews 
of the event.
“I’ve seen and spoken to peo-
ple who’ve been to it on other 
campuses and they’ve all said it’s 
been great and mind-blowing,” he 
said.
Hartford sophomore Dylan 
Ward has been wearing a lime 
green AfterDark T-shirt on cam-
pus since Thursday to help pro-
mote the event.
“If you tell people to come to a 
free concert, chances are they’re 
going to get something out of it,” 
Ward said.
He said he hopes that at least a 
few people will be inspired by the 
message of the concert.
Although the concert and 
speaker will have a Christian 
message, Kinney said he doesn’t 
want to give it a label.
“It’s a night for college stu-
dents,” he said. “It’s designed to 
be something college students can 





I've seen and spo-
ken to people 
who've been to it 
on other campuses 
and they've all said 
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Crush Dance 2011
  Congratulations Guys! We look forward to seeing you this Saturday, 
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Within Walking Distance of Campus
“It’s something that you 
want to build on, especially 
for the returning guys,” 
Davis said. “We can teach 
the new guys that it’s a 
marathon, not a sprint, and 
to keep grinding throughout 
the whole year.”
And nowhere on the 
team will young players 
be tested more than on the 
pitching staff.
WKU must replace 
Shane Cameron and Matt 
Ridings, who graduated 
with the Sun Belt career 
wins record, and who 
Finwood called “the greatest 
pitcher in the history of the 
Sun Belt Conference.”
Finwood said that to fi ll 
the void left by Ridings 
and Cameron, he will be 
looking to senior Brian 
Edelen, sophomores 
Tanner Perkins and Taylor 
Haydel, and freshman 
Justin Hageman.
“You can’t replace a 
Matt Ridings or a Shane 
Cameron,” Davis said. “But 
what we lack in experience 
from last year we’re going 
to make up with in talent 
this year.”
While the pitching staff 
will undergo a transition, the 
starting lineup will remain 
mostly intact from 2010.
Top returning hitters 
include senior catcher Matt 
Rice (.369 batting average, 
10 home runs, 65 RBI in 
2010) and junior center 
fi elder Kes Carter (.341, 7 
HR, 53 RBI).
Both were named to 
the All-Sun Belt team last 
season and were preseason 
picks to earn the honor this 
year.
Surrounding Rice and 
Carter include returning 
role players junior shortstop 
Logan Robbins, junior third 
baseman Casey Dykes and 
junior left fi elder Jared 
Andreoli.
Added to the mix will 
be former junior college 
teammates Ivan Hartle and 
Ryan Hutchison, who will 
play second base and right 
fi eld, respectively.
Meanwhile, sophomore 
Ryan Huck, who served 
as designated hitter during 
2010, will transition to fi rst 
base. 
“There’s not going to 
be very many easy outs as 
you look down our lineup,” 
Rice said. “We’re defi nitely 
going to work other teams’ 
pitchers, and we’ve got 
some guys who can run the 
bases too.”
So with an unproven, 
yet talented pitching staff, a 
familiar lineup, and Davis at 
the back end of the bullpen, 
Rice said WKU will come 
to Denes Field ready to start 
what he hopes will be a 
landmark campaign.
The Toppers begin their 
season with a home series 
against Bowling Green 
State this weekend, starting 
at 3 p.m. Friday.
“Our guys have been 
working hard, moving 
toward this season,” Rice 
said. “We’re excited about 
where we’re at right now.” 
Sophomore Ciara 
Garcia, who led the team 
this weekend with a .444 
batting average, said the team 
struggled to assert itself early 
in each of its losses.
“In our losses we needed 
to be more aggressive, and as 
Coach said, ‘We need to be 
more of the intimidators — 
not the intimidated,’” Garcia 
said. “We need to come out 
early and not wait until the 
fi fth inning to start hitting.” 
Garcia also noticed some 
leadership developing this 
weekend for the youthful 
squad.
“I see people chiming in 
and saying, ‘Keep going hard 
and keep working,’” she said. 
“I love seeing people get fi red 
up because they want to play 
hard and get ahead and keep 
pushing.
“I see leadership from 
everybody.”
The Lady Toppers will 
play their home opener at 
the WKU Softball Complex 
on Feb. 23 against Eastern 
Kentucky in a doubleheader 
at 1 and 3 p.m.
Perry said she will be 
using the long pause in action 
to work on the small things 
she noticed in California that 
need improvement.
“We have this weekend 
off,” she said. “So we’re 
going to work on the little 
things that we saw here in our 
fi ve games in Santa Barbara 
and hopefully become a little 






The Tops hosted Florida Gulf Coast 
Monday in a non-conference tilt, but 
McDonald said the team is taking some 
momentum into its fi nal four Sun Belt 
games — three of which are on the road.
“Don’t lose focus that we’ve won six of 
eight,” McDonald said. “We had a stretch 
of time where we won four in a row, then 
didn’t play well, then played well, didn’t 
play well and played well.
“So we’ve gotten some of the consistency 
back on the right side. Now it’s time to go 
over the top and keep it.”
Senior forward Steffphon Pettigrew 
said it’s obvious WKU hasn’t played to its 
potential for much of the season.
But even though there have been two 
Thursday night hiccups in the past two 
weeks, Pettigrew said the Toppers have 
shown they have the resiliency to shed the 
losses quickly.
“It’s all mentality,” he said. “We’ve just 
got to keep the mental focus. It goes back to 
being consistent. You see the effort and the 
potential that this team has. 
“If we can keep this rolling into the Sun 
Belt tournament, we can win it.”
Claiming the conference championship 
will likely mean winning four games in four 
days for WKU.
The Toppers would have to catch and 
pass Middle Tennessee for the No. 2 seed in 
the East division to get a fi rst-round bye, but 
McDonald said he’s not counting on that to 
do them any favors.
Because from this point forward, 
McDonald said it’s “always desperation 
time.”
“That is part of the leadership that we 
need, understanding that each game is 
important,” he said. “We’re still in charge 
of how this thing ends out, and every game 
is vital at this point — home and away. We 
want to go into the tournament playing well.”
“It was kind of like when you just feel it, 
and then you’ve got to go do it,” Akol said. 
“The fi rst game was a long time coming, but 
right now, I’ve started feeling it. It’s coming 
back.”
Although McDonald said one of Akol’s 
greatest strengths is his length and ability to 
alter shots, the sophomore displayed some 
offensive skills against the Mean Green 
Saturday, knocking down two jumpers and 
adding a dunk.
“He’s a difference maker,” McDonald 
said. “He’s tough to get around in the post, 
he can score the basketball, he’s a good 
passer, and he’s so long. I’m excited about 
what he brings to the table right now and 
also happy for him. 
“He’s worked hard and put himself in 
this position.”
When asked Saturday by the media 
what’s led to his breakout, Akol dropped the 
phrase “work hard” fi ve times, which drew 
smiles from his roommate Pettigrew.
“He’s been a big part,” Pettigrew said. 
“These past couple games, he’s clogged up 
that paint. He’s messing up people’s shots, 
and he’s a big part to this team. He’s my 
roommate, and I tell him to just keep playing 
and keep blocking shots and working hard.”
And McDonald said hard work is exactly 
what’s paid off for Akol.
“He’s another guy that it’s been a struggle 
for him because of the close games we’re 
in,” McDonald said. “If he gets in that game 
and makes a mistake, and it’s a close game, 
it’s hard to leave him in. But he’s gone in 
and taken advantage of the opportunity the 
last couple weeks, and I’m really excited for 
him.”
WKU fans have been excited for Akol 
too. He received a large ovation every time 
he entered and left the game Saturday, and he 
fl ashed a grin when asked about becoming a 
fan favorite.
But even then, the big man went back to 
his blue-collar mantra.
“That’s pretty good,” he said. “The 
fans seem to love me, but I’m going to just 
keep working hard and do whatever coach 





There’s a Chelsea 
soccer game coming 






Quiet night, I guess. My 
night was already kind 
of booked, and I didn’t 





Actually I’m not doing 
anything tonight. My 
boyfriend doesn’t live 




I’m studying. My boy-
friend goes to UK, but 




My girlfriend works to-
day. My plan is to see 






My boyfriend works all 
night so we’re going to 
have lunch right now, 
then I’m going to GiGi’s 





Compiled by SPENCER JENKINS    |    diversions@chherald.com
Yesterday, the Herald asked WKU students what they had 
planned for Valentine’s Day. Here’s what they had to say:
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And without all that pesky falling down and getting up. 13 months is all you need to get a great MBA 
from the University of Louisville. Our innovative program offers a paid internship that accommodates 
your classes two nights and one afternoon a week. So, now that you’ve got that walking thing down, 
you’re ready to master something else. Like your master’s. Find out more at 13monthsisnothing.com.
The 13 Month Full-Time MBA.
IN THE TIME IT TAKES TO 
LEARN TO WALK,
YOU COULD HAVE A WORLD-CLASS MBA.
For the fi nal full meets of the 
indoor season, the WKU track 
and fi eld teams were split three 
ways to focus on specifi c events 
before the upcoming Sun Belt 
Conference Indoor Champion-
ships.
The teams were all over the 
country last weekend, with a 
small group going to the Univer-
sity of Washington and the larger 
majority split between competi-
tions at Grand Valley State Uni-
versity in Michigan and Middle 
Tennessee.  
About 20 combined athletes 
were in Michigan and Murfrees-
boro, Tenn.
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said 
this past weekend was the last time 
the whole team will be in competi-
tion before the conference cham-
pionships, which take place Feb. 
27-28 in Jonesboro, Ark.  
A small group from WKU 
will have limited entries in a 
meet at Purdue this weekend.
Assistant Coach Michelle 
Scott was with a group of dis-
tance runners in Washington 
this weekend and described their 
meet as “very competitive.”
The teams left Bowling Green 
on Thursday, competed Friday in 
Washington and came back on 
Saturday.  Scott said several of 
the runners turned in great per-
formances despite challenges 
like fatigue and the two-hour 
time change.
Jenkins was with the team in 
Michigan, which consisted of a 
majority of the throwers, sprint-
ers and jumpers, and said he was 
pleased with what he saw.
“It was a good meet from top 
to bottom,” he said, citing the 
high points as big improvements 
in the throws and senior Vasity 
Chemweno’s 800-meter run.
Chemweno set a new WKU 
record in the 800 meters with a 
clocked time of 2:08.34.
“(Chemweno) followed the 
800 with a very good mile run,” 
Jenkins said.  “I’m very happy 
with her.”
Junior Sharika Smith also 
won the open long jump in 
Michigan, while senior Toms 
Andersons took fi rst in the open 
high jump.
Sophomore Landon Taylor, 
a distance runner, was in Mur-
freesboro for the weekend and 
said the teams performed well.
“It was a good meet,” he said. 
“Several people ran new (per-
sonal records).”
Freshman David Mokone 
claimed wins in both the mile 
and 3,000-meter runs at MTSU, 
and sophomore Evan Pitt won 
the pole vault.
Jenkins said he was optimis-
tic about the teams’ performanc-
es this weekend and the future 
of the team, with the Sun Belt 
championship looming ahead.
“Across the board, we got a 
lot of things done,” he said.  “I 
feel the team is moving in the 
right direction.”
Taylor said the coming weeks 
are an important time for “fi ne-
tuning.”
Scott agreed, saying the teams 
now have to rest and prepare.
“The goal now is to stay fresh 
and get our legs ready for confer-
ence,” she said.
Jenkins also stressed the im-
portance of staying healthy. 
Several athletes are currently 
recovering from the fl u, which 
kept many members out of com-
petition last weekend, though 
Jenkins said most are over it at 
this point.
“In the championship, we 
need to be as healthy as possible, 




Dixon dismissed from team
Head Coach Ken McDonald announced in a state-
ment Sunday that senior forward Cliff Dixon has been 
dismissed from the team for a violation of team rules.
“This is an unfortunate situation, but it is best for 
our basketball program,” McDonald said in the state-
ment. “Cliff will still be able to attend classes and 
progress toward his degree. This is an internal matter, 
and we wish him well.”
Dixon didn’t play in the fi rst half of WKU’s game 
against North Texas Saturday and was absent from 
the bench when the Toppers returned from halftime.
He was later seen sitting in the stands in street 
clothes for a portion of the second half.
McDonald said Saturday that the situation would 
be handled internally, and Dixon and the coaching 
staff had “some talking to do.”
Dixon arrived at WKU last season as a junior col-
lege transfer and was averaging 4.8 points and 4.1 re-
bounds this season. He had started six of the 22 games 
in which he played this year.
Dixon is the second player to be dismissed from 
the Toppers’ squad this season. Junior guard Ken 
Brown was also removed from the team in December 
for a violation of WKU’s academic policy.
Dixon’s departure leaves WKU with nine scholar-
ship players on the active roster, as freshman guard 
Brandon Peters was also ruled academically ineli-
gible on Jan. 1.
— Zach Greenwell
Howard no longer a Lady Topper 
Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles announced on 
Monday that sophomore forward Janae Howard has 
left the team.
Cowles said it was a personal decision by Howard 
and something that had been talked about throughout 
the course of the season.
“She has made the decision to not play basketball,” 
Cowles said. “Janae and I have had earlier conversa-
tions in the season and in the fall about this. This is a 
decision that Janae has come up with and a decision 
that we have agreed upon.
“She basically has concluded that she doesn’t 
want to play anymore.”
Howard’s departure leaves a big hole for the Lady 
Toppers.
The Owensboro native and Louisville transfer 
leaves the team as the leader in several statistical cat-
egories. She was the team’s leading scorer, averaging 
12 points per game. She was also 
the leading 3-point shooter with a 
35.7 percentage and led the team in 
blocks with 21.
Howard played in 23 of the 
Lady Toppers’ 24 games this sea-
son and started 11 of them, averag-
ing 26 minutes per game.
Cowles said she’s not sure how 
WKU will fi ll in for Howard in 
the Lady Toppers’ remaining four 
games.
“What it does is present an opportunity for some-
body,” she said. “For a basketball team, especially 
with four games left in the regular season and the 
conference tournament ahead of us, what you do now 
is hold each other’s hands that much tighter, and you 
put your arms around each other that much tighter. 
You stick together.”
Cowles said Howard wasn’t planning to transfer 
to another school to play basketball, and she wasn’t 
sure whether or not Howard would remain a WKU 
student.
“I hope that her thoughts are obviously to continue 
with school,” Cowles said. “This is her decision, and 




Teams fi nish fi nal 
prep for Sun Belt 
championships
Senior forward 
Cliff  Dixon sits in 
the stands during 
the second half of 
WKU’s game against 
North Texas on 
Saturday in Diddle 
Arena. Dixon didn't 
join the Toppers 
on the bench after 
halftime and was 




For coverage and video 
from the Toppers' 
Monday night game 
against Florida Gulf Coast
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A new season is a blank slate, and WKU 
baseball is ready for a fresh start.
This year’s team will be looking to erase a 
disappointing 2010 fi nish from the minds of 
Topper fans.
WKU gained early attention last season with 
wins over traditional college baseball powers 
like Tennessee, Vanderbilt, and Texas A&M, 
and a home-and-home sweep of Kentucky.
But after fi zzling in Sun Belt Conference 
play, WKU found itself on the outside looking 
in come NCAA tournament time.
The Toppers fi nished as the highest team in 
the RPI rankings to not make the tournament.
Head Coach Chris Finwood said his team 
isn’t trying to forget about the late season fade 
of 2010, but rather learn from it. 
“This year’s club shouldn’t have to carry 
that albatross around its neck from last year’s 
team,” Finwood said at last Thursday’s media 
day. “But we have a lot of the same kids, so it’s 
important for us to talk about what happened.”
Getting answers on what exactly happened 
down the stretch in 2010 varies from person to 
person.
Finwood blamed the Toppers’ performance 
in close games, specifi cally fi ve Sun Belt games 
his team lost in extra innings.
Junior closer Rye Davis, a preseason All-
Sun Belt Conference Team selection, said he 
doesn’t know exactly what went wrong but 
knows this year’s team can benefi t from the ex-
perience of last season.
Toppers hope 





SEE BEHIND, PAGE 10
WKU softball entered last weekend inexpe-
rienced and lacking leadership.
But the Lady Toppers took some baby steps 
to gain both at the Gaucho Classic in Santa Bar-
bara, Calif.
WKU (3-2) split its fi rst day of action on 
Friday, losing to UC Santa Barbara, 3-2, then 
beating Seattle 4-0 as sophomore pitcher Mal-
lorie Sulaski tossed a no-hitter.
Sulaski said the effort felt just like any other 
day at the ballpark and credited her defense for 
the achievement.
“It was just a normal day,” she said. “I 
didn’t even know about it until the last inning, 
but I felt confi dent out there 
and thought I pitched well. I 
defi nitely had a lot of support 
behind me, though, with my 
defense. 
“They made a lot of great 
plays behind me, and I don’t 
think I would have that no-
hitter without them.”
WKU split again on Satur-
day, losing a second bout to 
UCSB, 1-0, and garnering an-
other win against Seattle, 7-1.
The Lady Toppers ended the weekend on a 
high note Sunday as they picked up a 5-0 win 
over Wichita State.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said the team grew 
up a lot during the weekend, experiencing pres-
sure situations that a scrimmage or practice 
can’t produce.
“We needed to log experience,” she said. 
“Just having the opportunity to play other 
teams, having the pressure of the bases loaded, 
or having to get the big out is very important.
“The more we get to do those things, the bet-
ter we’re going to get in those scenarios, and 
the more games we’re going to win.”






SEE LESSONS, PAGE 10
Plenty of people have claimed 
to be a fan of sophomore center 
Teeng Akol’s potential, including 
senior forward Steffphon Pettigrew 
and WKU legend Jim McDaniels.
But over the last week, Akol’s 
results on the court have made him 
a crowd favorite.
The 6-foot-11-inch Sudanese 
native swatted four shots against 
Middle Tennessee last Thursday, 
then recorded career highs of nine 
points and six rebounds in WKU’s 
87-76 win over North Texas Satur-
day.
And for every play Akol made 
in both games, the Diddle Arena 
crowd provided approving ap-
plause.
“It’s amazing. The fans love 
him already,” Head Coach Ken 
McDonald said. “It’s one of those 
things, and that can have a snow-
ball effect on the team and the fan 
base. I’m really happy for him. 
He’s stayed working, and he’s a 
great kid.”
Akol, an Oklahoma State trans-
fer, debuted for WKU on Dec. 18 
against Murray State but failed to 
make much of an impact until last 
Thursday’s game against MTSU.
After playing a combined 29 
minutes in his fi rst eight games 
of action, Akol played 37 minutes 
in WKU’s next three games and 
led the team in blocks in each of 
those contests.
Big Man on Campus
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Sophomore center Teeng Akol fi ghts North Texas players for a rebound in the second half of their ESPN2 game Saturday afternoon in 
Diddle Arena. Akol had a career-high nine points and six rebounds against the Mean Green.
Akol’s increased play winning over home crowds
SEE HOME, PAGE 10
When WKU blew out Louisiana-
Monroe two weekends ago — rebound-
ing from a loss to South Alabama two 
days prior — senior forward Sergio 
Kerusch chalked up the previous defeat 
as a bump in the road.
“That was a basketball game,” Ker-
usch said. “Anything can happen in a 
basketball game.”
How true that’s been for the Toppers 
this season.
WKU followed the same pattern last 
week, fi rst losing to Middle Tennessee 
on Thursday for the third straight time. 
The Toppers then rebounded with an 
87-76 win Saturday over preseason 
Sun Belt Conference favorite North 
Texas on ESPN2.
Head Coach Ken McDonald said 
WKU has continued to get more and 
more consistent as the season has rolled 
on, but that even he’s still not sure what 
keeps the Toppers on an even keel.
“It’s hard to fi gure out at times,” 
McDonald said. “You keep hoping that 
as a group, we totally understand the 
focus needed and that we’re running 
out of opportunities.”
The opportunities McDonald speaks 
of are chances to undo the damage done 
by WKU’s 0-4 start in Sun Belt play.
The Toppers won four straight confer-
ence games after their rocky beginning 
and are currently 6-6 in the league — 
good for third place in the East division.
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Toppers looking for increased 




Sophomore guards Jamal Crook and Caden Dickerson celebrate with fans after the end 
of the fi rst half of their game against North Texas on ESPN2 on Saturday afternoon in 
Diddle Arena. WKU won 87-76.
SEE LEAGUE, PAGE 10
It’s one of 
those things, 
and that can 
have a snow-
ball eff ect 
on the team 
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